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Education and A good way of seeing the shortcomings of
self-realization self-expression as an educational aim is to
bring it into contrast with self-realization. The
two terms are often confused, with results disastrous to clear
thinking, The term "self" means different things in the two
cases. There is all the difference between my " self" as I un-
happily know it, and my *' self" as I would have it to be. It is
the real concrete self that one knows, and perhaps does battle
with day by day, which many people mean when they talk
about self-expression. It is an ideal self—that which one
desires to be in one's moments of deepest wisdom and insight—
which philosophers mean when they talk about self-realization.
Self-expression emphasizes the side that is usually indicated by
self-assertion, but *' self-assertion is essentially individualistic,
whereas self-realization is not. The wider idea is based on the
organic conception of society, and considers the self not so
much as realizing itself against society as realizing itself in
society.'*1 Self-realization does not imply absorption in the
self, for the ideal self is a social self, which can be realized only
in a "world of selves." Viewed in the light of self-realization,
the work of education may be described as finding out the
pupil's possibilities, and providing the means by which he may
be enabled to realize the highest of them. On the face of it, this
is not very different from saying that the work of education is
to enable the pupil to make his characteristic individual con-
tribution to the common stock. But the introduction of the
notion of an ideal self does perhaps make a difference.
Conclusion   Does it seem as if our quest for a definition of
thus far     education resembles the exploit of a certain Duke
of York, who is said to have marched his men
up a hill, and then marched them down again? Perhaps, to
change the metaphor, we have been hunting for something
which we have not found.  And we have been wasting our
1 Adams, op, cit., p. 146.

